
 
IOLA, KANSAS                     OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                     August 2, 2022 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with 

Chairman Jerry Daniels, Commissioner Bruce Symes, Commissioner David Lee, and 

Sherrie Riebel, Allen County Clerk. 

 

Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, Mark Griffith, Allen County Road & 

Bridge Director, Rickie Aiello, Allen County employee, Vicki Moss, Iola Register 

representative, Lisse Goering, Thrive Allen County Executive Director, Jessica Thompson, 

Thrive Allen County, Jonathon Goering, Thrive Allen County, Ron Holeman, Allen County 

House and Grounds Director, Robert Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor, Wayne Smith, 

Darrell Krone, and Tom Rutledge, Humboldt Preservation Alliance Committee, and Paul 

Zirjacks, citizen, was present to observe the meeting.  

  

Sherrie L. Riebel, led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meeting on July 19 & 26, 2022. 

 

Chairman Daniels asked for public comment; Darrell Krone, Humboldt Preservation 

Alliance Committee, explained they are working on a fund project for a fun event; a 

vintage baseball game Sept 17, 2022.  There will be teams from Topeka and Wichita.  

They would like commissioners to donate $800 to fund the event.   They also need 

another building due outgrowing but they received substantial storm damage on their 

current one.  Chairman Daniels discussed the county’s past funding.  Commissioner Lee 

moved to give $800 to support the fund-raising effort.  Commissioner Symes seconded; 

motion passed 3-0-0.   

 

Tom mentioned there will also be a circus in town the day before the vintage game.  

 

Ron Holman, House and Grounds Director, discussed the old ambulance station on North 

State Street, Iola.  He reported the indoor coil on an existing air handler needs repaired.  

He presented a bid for $2,206.03.  Commissioner Symes stated if it is a county building it 

needs to be kept up.  Ron stated there are persons who stay in there overnight. 

Discussion followed on what is it being used for.  The building was not included the new 

contract.  Commissioner Symes moved to approve the bid from Dale’s Sheet Metal, Inc.  

Chairman Daniels seconded; motion passed 2-1-0. 

 

Chairman Daniels discussed the food pantry at the new senior center garage.  He would 

like to have Ron get an estimate on the cost.  

 

Mitch Garner, Public Works Director, discussed bids on an airport fuel-pump trailers; he 

needs 2.  Bids were received from D H Farm Equipment for a 960 gallons fuel trailer 2022 

for $8,000 add $800 for pump and hose for $8,000 each for a total of $16,000; they have 

to be built they run 25 gallons per minute; from D H Farm Equipment for a 750 gallons fuel 

trailer 2022 for $7,200 add $800 for pump and hose for $6,850 each for a total of $15,300; 

they have to be built they run 25 gallons per minute; Hitch Doc Fuel Trailer for a 500 

gallons fuel trailer 2022 for $18,350 for $7,650 each for a total of $36,700; they have to be 

built they run 40 gallons per minute; Hitch Doc Fuel Trailer for a 990 gallons fuel trailer 2022 

for $20,615 for $41,23; they have to be built they run 25 gallons per minute; Chairman 

Daniels stated the fuel trailers are a great idea because it can be used at the landfill and 

shop as well. Mitch stated if they only get one trailer then they would put jet fuel in them.  

Discussion followed on the need and type of fuels. Commissioner Lee moved to approve 

the purchase from D H Farm Equipment for a 960 gallons fuel trailer 2022 for $8,000 add 

$800 for pump and hose for $8,000 each for a total of $16,000 Commissioner Symes 

seconded; motion passed 3-0-0. 

 



 
Mark Griffith, Road and Bridge Director, he explained what equipment is up and running.  

They will start chip and seal soon.  Discussion followed on boom mowers and 

replacements.   

 

Lisse Regehr, Thrive Allen County Executive Director, discussed the General Transportation 

for Allen County.  Thrive needs funding assistances on 30/70 Grant match.  They would 

like to have the Transportation bucket designated in the ARPA funding.  They would like 

to utilize the $7,000 to have the ARPA fund.  Lisse discussed upcoming grant opportunities 

available to the area.  Discussion followed.  Commissioner Symes discussed the 2023 

budget not including General Transportation.  Chairman Daniels stated there is unused 

ARPA funds to put towards General Transportation.   

 

Dimity Lowell, Iola Senior Center Inc., presented information on the remodel at the Iola 

Senior Center, Inc. building.  She explains what they have accomplished.  They will be 

getting bids to removed a tree. Commissioner Symes asked about city codes.  Dimity 

stated as long as no one is living there they can just have vents but cannot be 

connected to the existing building.  She stated it should be the county’s expense since is 

it the county’s land.  Commissioner Symes asked about the funding for the other building 

and costs; before a tree comes down.  Chairman Daniels stated the building is not at the 

county expense.  Mark stated he could look and see if anything else can be done so the 

tree doesn’t have to come down.  

 

Commissioner Symes stated he would like to revisit the 2023 budget.  He would really like 

to see commissioners’ budget for economic development at a higher funding.  The 

county has a higher level of leadership in economic development.  

 

Chairman Daniels stated there is already $30,000 discussed the entire fund towards 

economic development. They tried to create an economic development position earlier 

this year.  Chairman Daniels discussed what the county has done.  G&W Food, Moran 

Market and Humboldt Market, Humboldt Industrial Park and on and on; the county has 

put a lot of monies through the last few years.  Discussion followed.  Commissioner Lee 

discussed getting through the 2023 budget and discuss next years budget.  He is okay 

with sending $30,000 this year.  Commissioner Symes moved to approve $30,000 for his 

year and $10,000 for this year.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Harry Lee, LaHarpe Telephone, stated LaHarpe Telephone was established in 1903; he 

gave the history of the company and updated the current work.  He stated they have a 

“path” to A, T & T.  Mr. Lee stated they would like to explain how they can benefit Allen 

County and it’s ban width.  He is looking for another “middle mile” to connect to the 

county’s tower if the county will rent them space.  The county’s is the” last mile” to the 

top of the tower.   They would provide more and better ban width to the county as well 

as other carriers; reliable and …  Mr. Lee is asking for support for a grant application from 

Allen County. Commissioner Symes asked about the county’s involvement on supporting 

private businesses.  Discussion followed.  Mr. Lee stated other businesses have the same 

opportunity to apply for the grants as well.  They can bring a lot to Allen County with this 

service.  Chairman Daniels asked about the home county businesses.   

 

Neil Sleevi, Grant writer, stated he serves as a coach Farm and Home cooperative, helps 

with grants.  He explained the process that will benefit of expanding broadband to all 

unserved and underserved in Allen County.   The opportunity to get a NTIA $1B enabling 

Middle Mile Infrastructure Program.  Team activities are underway, there are stakeholders 

(equipment owners), and working on a timeline.  They are requesting support from Allen 

County in a nonbinding, not preferential treatment at all.  They have to coordinate with 

the State Broadband Office.  They are looking for partnership agreement/informal 

consortium with the Middle Mile Team.  Identification of anchor institution and other key 

stakeholders (Allen County).  There is a need for improved broadband in the county 

(speeds, affordability); identification of unserved/underserved areas.  He reviewed and 

commented on their plans for:  



 
1. Project benefit to national security 

2. Compliance with federal labor/employment laws 

3. Use of skilled workforce/advancing workforce development 

4. Project climate resilience. 

 

Commissioner Symes discussed what it would offer to Allen County.  Neil stated they are 

working towards finding who is unserved/underserved.  It is a reimbursed grant, work has 

to be up and running to get the funding. Discussion followed.   Neil will draft a support 

letter.     

 

Commissioner Lee moved to approve the 2023 budget for publication.  Commissioner 

Symes seconded; motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Commission Symes moved to go into executive session for 15 minutes for non-elected 

personnel. Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3-0-0.  The time is now 10:17 a.m.  

Those present will be Commissioners, Mitchell Garner, Public Works Director, Mark Griffith, 

Road and Bridge Director and Robert E. Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor.  

Commissioners reconvened at 10:32 a.m.  No action taken. 

 

Commissioner Lee moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes for Attorney Client. 

Commissioner Symes seconded; motion passed 3-0-0.  The time is now 10:34 a.m.  Those 

present will be Commissioners, and Robert E. Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor.  

Commissioners reconvened at 10:44 a.m.  No action taken. 

 

Commissioner Lee moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes for Attorney Client. 

Commissioner Symes seconded; motion passed 3-0-0.  The time is now 10:45 a.m.  Those 

present will be Commissioners, and Robert E. Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor.  

Commissioners reconvened at 10:55 a.m.  No action taken. 

 

Commissioner Lee reported on a meeting with counties concerning the power lines on 

August 8th.  He stated the Sewer District #1 meeting is August 9, 2022. 

 

Commissioners reviewed the following documents: 

a) Treasurer’s monthly reports of cash balances & taxes 

b) Appraiser’s & Attorney’s monthly cash report 

c) Information from Tank Management Services 

d) Road Groom Manufacturing information 

e) Copy of a check from Thrive for reimbursement into ARPA for storm shelters. 

 

Commissioners approved the following documents: 

 

a) Clerk’s Vouchers – $105,435.56  

b) Clerk’s Journal Entries – #44, #45, & #46  

c) Payroll – reimbursed mileage for Cindy Scovill 

d) Payroll – new hire Darcy Burton 

  

With no further business to come before the board, Commissioner Symes moved to 

adjourn, Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3-0-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 

11:07 a.m. until Tuesday, August 9, 2022 at 8:30 a.m. in the Assembly’s Room of the 

courthouse.   
__________________________________                     _____________________________________ 

Jerry Daniels, Chairperson             Bruce Symes, Commissioner  

__________________________________                              _____________________________________        

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk             David E. Lee, Commissioner  


